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The North Europe ocean freight market remains
under considerable pressure as we move through
September. Vessel utilization levels are extremely
high across all major alliances. PA Alliance
services (FP2, FE3, FE4) are operating above
99% capacity, while OA Alliance services (LL1,
LL2, LL4, LL5, LL6, LL7) are exceeding 100%,
leading to some cargo being rolled to later
sailings. The Gemini Alliance is reporting similar
figures, with utilization levels above 99%.

This tightness in capacity is beginning to impact
the seasonal shipping windows for Black Friday
and Christmas cargo. Delays and rollovers are
extending the peak season compared to 2024,
putting additional pressure on planning and
schedules. Most services are now fully booked
two to four weeks in advance, and late bookings
are increasingly at risk of being delayed. While
space with PA Alliance remains somewhat more
manageable, both OA and Gemini Alliances are
reporting exceptionally strong demand. PA has
also announced three blank sailings for
September, further limiting available capacity.

At the ports, we are once again seeing
congestion return as peak-season cargo arrives.
Yard utilization levels are high, with Rotterdam
currently at 75–85%, Southampton at 90–95%,
and Hamburg at 75–80%. This congestion is
resulting in average berthing delays of two to
three days and overall vessel delays of three to
four days. Northern European ports such as
Rotterdam, Hamburg, Bremerhaven, Antwerp,
and Le Havre are all experiencing heavy..
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G e t  y o u r  q u o t e  n o w !
congestion, and inland transport is being affected as a
result. In the UK, London Gateway continues to face
severe haulage delays, with some carriers introducing
surcharges to offset the additional costs.

For shippers with time-sensitive cargo, we strongly
recommend planning for additional lead time and
exploring alternative routings where possible to
minimize disruption risks. Early booking is critical to
secure space, particularly for shipments tied to
seasonal demand.

Looking ahead, carriers are expected to continue
actively managing capacity through blank sailings and
schedule adjustments. Rate volatility is likely to remain
a feature of the market, as carriers balance softening
demand with persistent operational constraints.
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Order Management &
Booking Advice
We closely monitor these developments and adapt proactively to ensure the
smooth flow of your cargo. While it may not always be possible to secure your
preferred departure dates, our order management team is committed to
finding alternative solutions and competitive rates.

To help avoid delays, we strongly recommend that your supplier:
Places bookings at the earliest opportunity
Ships goods in smaller, manageable volumes
Collects empty containers promptly

Dangerous Goods Documentation
For shipments classified as Dangerous Goods, it is essential that the following
documentation is submitted immediately upon booking:

MSDS – Material Safety Data Sheet
CSTG – Certification for Safe Transport of Goods
DGPC – Dangerous Cargo Packing Certification
UN 38.3 Test Report
DG Form (as per carrier requirements)

Urgent Shipments & Support
If you require urgent shipments, please contact us directly so that we can
take immediate action. Should you have any questions regarding this
quotation or if you need additional guidance, our team will be pleased to
assist you.

+31 (0) 88 996 4000 oceansales@neelevat.com seattleweg 13, 3195 ND Rotterdam

www.neelevat.com 04 / 07



 Valid from 15-09 untill 30-09 **
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Based on:
Shipment in our service and freight payable in Rotterdam
From:
FOB ports as below, subject to availability of space & equipment
To:
Arrival port of Rotterdam, Antwerpen, Hamburg
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 Valid from 15 to 31 July 2025 **
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 Valid from 15-09 untill 30-09 **
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Get in contact

Seattleweg 13, 3195 ND Rotterdam
The Netherlands

oceansales@neelevat.com

+31 (0) 88 996 4000

neelevat.com


