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Capacity & Demand
The market continues to operate under significant strain as carriers
largely maintain their routing via the Cape of Good Hope instead of
transiting the Suez Canal. This ongoing shift is a direct result of the
persistent Red Sea disruptions and has materially extended voyage
times, effectively reducing available weekly capacity across key trade
lanes. While a handful of services have cautiously resumed Suez
transits, these remain exceptions rather than the norm. Capacity
constraints are further exacerbated by a high level of blank sailings,
particularly on Asia–Europe and Mediterranean loops, which currently
account for roughly one-third of all scheduled cancellations over the
next five weeks. As a result, the supply-demand imbalance has
tightened considerably.

With peak season now firmly underway, demand has surged beyond
typical seasonal levels. Carriers are increasingly overbooked, and June
sailings are effectively sold out. The risk of cargo being rolled is rising
sharply, while early signs of equipment shortages are emerging at
major Chinese origin ports. Demand fundamentals remain exceptionally
strong. Asia-to-Europe volumes in Q1 2026 increased by approximately
15% year-on-year, and this momentum has continued into June.
Several factors are driving this trend, including ongoing Red Sea
disruptions, an earlier-than-usual summer restocking cycle, and
shippers accelerating bookings ahead of anticipated July rate
increases. Consequently, booking windows have compressed
significantly, reinforcing the early onset of peak season conditions.

Freight rate
Freight rates are on an upward trajectory. The Shanghai Containerized
Freight Index (SCFI) has recorded six consecutive weeks of gains,
although the pace of increase is beginning to moderate. In Week 23,
rates to Northern Europe surged by $570, followed by a more modest
increase of $130 in Week 24. Mediterranean lanes experienced a
sharper spike, with rates rising approximately 20% in Week 23.
However, early forward indicators suggest that pricing may be
stabilizing, as Week 24 levels appear largely unchanged. This could
signal that Mediterranean rates are reaching a near-term plateau.
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Additional market indices support the broader trend of strengthening
rates. Carriers have also announced new surcharge implementations
on Asia–Europe services, effective mid-June, reinforcing the upward
pressure. With upcoming July Bunker Adjustment Factor (BAF)
revisions and continued capacity discipline, the rate environment
remains firmly in carriers’ favor and is expected to stay elevated in the
near term.

Operation Situation & Port Congestion
Congestion continues to impact all major Northern European ports,
including Antwerp‑Bruges, Rotterdam, Bremerhaven, and Hamburg.
Yard utilization levels are currently estimated at 85–90%, resulting in
vessel and cargo delays ranging from 1 to 4 days. Global schedule
reliability remains low at around 62%, reinforcing the importance of
booking with 3–4 weeks of lead time to secure space and mitigate
disruption risk

Recommendation
In the current environment, proactive planning is critical. Shippers are
strongly advised to:

Book cargo at least 3-4 weeks in advance
Build additional buffer into transit timelines, especially for time-
sensitive shipments
Consider premium service options to mitigate the increasing risk of
rollovers and delays



Order management
At Neele-Vat, we closely monitor market developments. In a market
defined by capacity pressure and operational challenges, our priority is to
ensure continuity and predictability for your shipments. We offer:

✅ Early and proactive space protection
✅ Transparent communication on rates, surcharges, and scenarios
✅ Alternative routing and multimodal options where beneficial
✅ Continuous monitoring of delays, port congestion, and vessel changes

Our team remains fully engaged and ready to help you navigate these
conditions.

Should you have any questions regarding the quotation or require further
assistance, please do not hesitate to reach out.

Kind regards
Neele-vat Ocean team
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Shipment in our service and freight payable in Rotterdam
FOB ports as below, subject to availability of space & equipment
Arrival port of Rotterdam, Antwerpen, Hamburg
from 16th of June up to 30th of June 2026



 Valid from 15 to 31 July 2025 **

+31 (0) 88 996 4000 oceansales@neelevat.com seattleweg 13, 3195 ND Rotterdam

www.neelevat.com

Based on:
From:
To:
Validity:

Shipment in our service and freight payable in Rotterdam
FOB ports as below, subject to availability of space & equipment
Arrival port of Rotterdam, Antwerpen, Hamburg
from 16th of June up to 30th of June 2026



Get in contact

Seattleweg 13, 3195 ND Rotterdam
The Netherlands

oceansales@neelevat.com

+31 (0) 88 996 4000

neelevat.com


	THE LATEST INFORMATION REGARDING
	Ocean Freight Rates 2026
	Valid from 15 to 31 July 2025 **
	Valid from 15 to 31 July 2025 **

